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L’IGNIORANZA! 

i maître à penser  
de noantri 



L’Italia è scesa 
all’ultimo posto  
in Europa per 
percentuale di 

laureati ...  
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  EUROSTAT	
  
h3p://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/educa=on/data/database	
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... ed è penultima per 
spesa per l’università 
in rapporto al PIL ... 



%
 d

el
 P

IL
 

EUROSTAT:	
  SPESA	
  PUBBLICA	
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... ed anche ultima 
nell’OCSE per spesa 
pubblica destinata 

all’istruzione 



INDICATOR B4

Education at a Glance 2013: OECD Indicators   © OECD 2013210

WHAT IS THE TOTAL PUBLIC SPENDING ON EDUCATION? 

Education accounts for 13% of total public spending, on average across OECD countries, ranging 
from less than 10% in the Czech Republic, Hungary, Ireland, Italy and Japan, to more than 20% 
in Mexico and New Zealand.

The proportion of public expenditure devoted to education increased between 1995 and 2005 in 
most countries with available data for both. Only Canada, France, Israel, Japan, New Zealand and 
Portugal show a different pattern.

The proportion of public expenditure devoted to education decreased in around two-thirds of 
countries between 2005 and 2010, as public expenditure on education and total public expenditure 
did not evolve at the same pace. 

While there was no clear global trend in how the proportion of public expenditure on education 
evolved during the economic crisis, in 14 out of the 30 countries with available data, public 
expenditure on education grew at a faster rate than public expenditure on all other services 
between 2008 and 2010.

How to read this chart
This chart shows direct public expenditure on educational institutions, plus public support to households (which includes 
subsidies for living costs, such as scholarships and grants to students/households and student loans) and to other private 
entities, as a percentage of total public expenditure, by year.

 Context
Countries’ decisions concerning budget allocations to various sectors, including education, 
health care, social security or defence, depend not only on their priorities, but also on whether 
markets, alone, can provide those services adequately, especially at the tertiary level. Markets 
may fail to do so if the public benefits are greater than the private benefits. For example, 
government funding can help increase access to education for members of society. However, the 

25

20

15

10

5

0

M
ex

ic
o

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

Br
az

il
Ch

ile
K

or
ea

Sw
it

ze
rl

an
d

D
en

m
ar

k
Au

st
ra

lia
N

or
w

ay
Ic

el
an

d
Es

to
ni

a
Is

ra
el

Sw
ed

en
Ca

na
da

O
EC

D
 a

ve
ra

ge
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

Be
lg

iu
m

Fi
nl

an
d

U
ni

te
d 

K
in

gd
om

N
et

he
rl

an
ds

Po
la

nd
Sl

ov
en

ia
Au

st
ri

a
Po

rt
ug

al
Sp

ai
n

Sl
ov

ak
 R

ep
ub

lic
Ru

ss
ia

n 
Fe

de
ra

ti
on

Fr
an

ce
H

un
ga

ry
Ir

el
an

d
Cz

ec
h 

Re
pu

bl
ic

Ja
pa

n
It

al
y

Countries are ranked in descending order of total public expenditure on education at all levels of education as a percentage of total public 
expenditure in 2010.
Source: OECD. Table B4.2. See Annex 3 for notes (www.oecd.org/edu/eag.htm).

2010 2005 2000% of total 
public expenditure

Chart B4.1.   Total public expenditure on education as a percentage 
of total public expenditure (1995, 2005, 2010)

1 2 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932847032

Spesa per istruzione come % della spesa pubblica: 
l’Italia è ultima (fonte: OCSE 2013) 



Sono traguardi che non 
si raggiungono in un 
giorno, ma che sono il 

frutto di politiche 
mirate e perseveranti. 



La via ci è stata 
indicata, giorno dopo 
giorno, da una piccola 
schiera di editorialisti, 
giornalisti, economisti, 
opinionisti, politici e 

manager. 



Di seguito offriamo un’ antologia  
(purtroppo incompleta) di questi   

“maître à penser de noantri” 

A loro si addice  
la frase di Churchill: 

«Mai così tanto fu 
dovuto da tanti  
a così pochi» 











Giavazzi:	
  «non	
  possiamo	
  
permeterci	
  un’università	
  

quasi	
  gratuita»	
  















Renzi:	
  «Il	
  ministro	
  [Gelmini]	
  avrebbe	
  	
  
dovuto	
  avere	
  il	
  coraggio	
  di	
  chiudere	
  la	
  metà	
  	
  

delle	
  Università	
  italiane:	
  servono	
  più	
  a	
  mantenere	
  	
  
i	
  baroni	
  che	
  a	
  soddisfare	
  le	
  esigenze	
  degli	
  studen@»	
  

intervista	
  a	
  Max	
  
febbraio	
  2011	
  





THE 
END 


